
Cost of Attendance Student Disclosure 

What is the cost of attendance?  The cost of attendance is the full financial picture of what a student 
should consider when deciding to attend college.  Students will only be responsible for paying SOWELA 
tuition, fees, and books (if the student chooses to shop at the SOWELA bookstore).  SOWELA does not 
assess students a cost for living expenses however a student’s financial aid package may not exceed a 
student’s cost of attendance. 

Do all students receive financial aid to cover all expenses listed in the cost of attendance?  SOWELA 
strives to assist students as much as possible with financial aid sources outside of student loans to help 
cover expenses.  Often the aid does not full cover all components of the cost of attendance.  Students 
can supplement their financial aid package often through holding a job on or off campus.   

How is the cost of attendance derived?  SOWELA utilizes average costs for student budgets.  The tuition 
and fees component utilizes an average cost.  All other components are based on the budget prepared 
by the Louisiana Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators (LASFAA). 

What are the components of a cost of attendance budget for students attending at least half-time? 

Tuition and Fees- An amount normally assessed a student carrying the same academic workload 

Books, course materials, supplies, and equipment- An amount/allowance for books, course materials, 
and equipment, a reasonable amount for the purchase or rental of a computer. 

Transportation- An allowance which may include transportation between campus, residences, and place 
of work.    

Miscellaneous personal expenses- An allowance for a student attending on at least a half time basis. 

Living expenses- An allowance for food and housing costs to be incurred by the student who is attending 
on at least a half time basis.   

• Standard food allowance for three meals per day. 
• Housing will include rent or housing costs. 
• Students living with parents will have a lower living expense that is not zero. 
• For students living on a military base, food will be included but there will not be a 

housing cost. 

Dependent Care-Upon request, an expense based on the estimated actual expenses incurred for 
dependent care, based on the number and age of such dependents. Dependent care includes time spent 
for class, study time, field time, and commuting time.   

Disability related expenses- Upon request the cost of attendance may be increased for expenses 
associated with a student’s disability. (special services, personal assistance, transportation, equipment, 
and supplies) 

Professional licensure, certification, or first professional credential- Upon request, costs associated with 
obtaining a license, certification, or a first professional credential, for a student in a program that 
prepares them to enter a profession that requires such a qualification. 



 

Special Populations 

Incarcerated Students: May only include tuition & fees, books and supplies, and the cost of obtaining a 
license, certification, or a first professional credential.  

Less than half-time students:  Must include components for tuition and fees, books and supplies, and 
transportation.  May include components that are not expressly prohibited for less than half time 
students (miscellaneous personal expenses).  May also include an allowance for living expenses, 
including food and housing costs for up to three semesters or the equivalent, with no more than two 
semesters being consecutive.   




